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Abstract

Agrarian reform has become the main focus in efforts to improve welfare and social justice
in rural areas. The aim of agrarian reform is to reduce inequality in land ownership,
increase farmers' access to natural resources, and create a more equitable and sustainable
environment for rural communities. This paper describes the concept, objectives,
implementation and impact of agrarian reform in the context of improving welfare and
social justice in rural areas. Literature studies show that agrarian reform has had a
significant impact in changing the social and economic structure in rural areas. Through
land redistribution, empowerment of small farmers, and protection of land rights, agrarian
reform aims to increase the economic and social participation of rural communities and
reduce poverty and social inequality. However, the implementation of agrarian reform is
faced with a number of challenges and obstacles, including conflicts of interest, legal
uncertainty and limited resources. Evaluations of agrarian reform programs show varying
results, with some programs succeeding in increasing land access and farmer welfare,
while other programs face obstacles in their implementation and impact. Thus, an in-depth
understanding of the concept, implementation and evaluation of agrarian reform is very
important for the development of sustainable and effective policies in improving welfare
and social justice in rural areas. Collaborative efforts are needed between the government,
society and other related parties to overcome existing challenges and ensure that agrarian
reform truly provides maximum benefits for rural communities and maintains
environmental sustainability.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Avrticle 33 paragraph (3) of the Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia Year 1945
(hereinafter referred to as the 1945 Constitution) stipulates that land, water, and
natural resources contained therein are controlled by the state and used to the greatest
extent possible for the prosperity of the people. Agrarian reform, also known as
agrarian renewal, is the process of rearranging the ownership, control, and utilization
of agrarian resources (especially land). Agrarian reform in Indonesia is an effort to
address inequality and injustice in the distribution and utilization of land, as well as
to improve the socio-economic welfare of rural communities. Historically, land
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redistribution has been a central issue in Indonesian politics and development since
the colonial period to the present day.

The process of agrarian reform in Indonesia began since independence with efforts to
abolish the forced -cultivation system implemented by the Dutch colonial
government. However, these efforts have not fully achieved the goal of equitable and
fair land distribution. Over time, the Indonesian government has adopted various
agrarian policies to address land inequality, such as government programs for land
redistribution to small farmers and efforts to reclaim land taken over by the state
from unproductive owners.

However, the implementation of agrarian reform in Indonesia is not easy. There are
still various challenges such as resistance from powerful interest groups, legal
uncertainties, and administrative constraints that slow down the process. In addition,
agrarian conflicts often arise due to differences in interests between landowners,
small farmers, and the government. Agrarian reform in Indonesia also includes
efforts to improve rural community access to supporting services and facilities, such
as education, health, and infrastructure. This is in line with the government's vision
to create inclusive and sustainable economic growth across the country.

Although many challenges remain, agrarian reform remains an important agenda in
Indonesia's development. With proper implementation and strong support from
various parties, agrarian reform is expected to make a significant contribution to
reducing poverty, improving welfare, and strengthening social justice in rural areas
of Indonesia. The transition areas between urban and rural areas often become the
focus in land policy contexts. The dynamics of land conflicts in these transition areas
reflect the complexity of interactions between social, economic, cultural, and
environmental aspects. This research aims to investigate these phenomena further,
particularly in the context of land policy implementation in urban-rural areas.

In an era of rapid urbanization, land conflicts in transition areas become increasingly
complex. On one hand, there is pressure for infrastructure and housing development
in urban areas that require extensive land. On the other hand, the existence of
agricultural land and green open spaces in rural areas often becomes targets for
expansive urban development. In this context, land policies play a key role in
balancing diverse interests within them.

In many countries, including Indonesia, agrarian reform issues continue to be central
to rural development. Uneven land conditions, injustice in land distribution, and legal
uncertainties often trigger social and economic conflicts in rural areas. Agrarian
reform is seen as a solution capable of addressing land ownership inequalities and
improving the socio-economic conditions of rural communities.
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Rural areas, which often serve as the basis for agricultural production and natural
resources, are the main foundation for national economic growth. However, unequal
access to these resources often hampers the potential for equitable and sustainable
growth. Therefore, agrarian reform is not only an economic issue but also a social
and political issue involving sovereignty and justice.

Furthermore, social justice is also an important aspect in the development of an
inclusive and just society. Through appropriate agrarian reform, it is hoped that rural
communities can gain more equitable access to land, water, and agricultural produce.
This will have a positive impact on their welfare, as well as reducing economic
disparities between urban and rural areas.

Thus, through this research, it is hoped that a deeper understanding of the
relationship between agrarian reform, the welfare of rural communities, and social
justice will be created. Moreover, the findings of this research are expected to
provide valuable input for the formulation of more inclusive and sustainable policies
in efforts to improve welfare and social justice in rural areas.

Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

Literature review serves as an important foundation for understanding the context,

theories, and previous studies related to agrarian reform, rural community welfare,

and social justice in Indonesia. Here are some points to consider:

1. Agrarian Reform and Global Context: In various parts of the world, agrarian
reform is a response to various inequalities in agrarian structures and poverty and
implements agrarian reform according to the social, political, and economic
structures and systems adopted by each country. There is a common
understanding in placing the basic concept of renewal: justice and people's
welfare. ! Agrarian reform in Indonesia is a systematic effort to address
inequalities in land ownership, management, and utilization in rural areas. This
reflects a long history of agrarian injustice that began during the colonial period
and continues to the present day. Agrarian reform aims to achieve several things:
e Social and Economic Justice: One of the main goals of agrarian reform is to

create social and economic justice by redistributing uneven land distribution.
This means providing access to land for small farmers and rural communities
who previously had limited or no access. The effort to achieve social justice
always prioritizes the weaker groups and must be helped as soon as possible

1 Joyo Winoto, Reforma Agraria dan Keadilan Sosial, (Jakarta: U1,2007), him.14
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to become strong. Prioritization means prioritizing, not excluding, weaker
groups.?

e Improving the Welfare of Rural Communities: Through agrarian reform, it is
hoped that the welfare of rural communities can be improved. This is done by
providing better access to natural resources, such as land, water, and forests,
so they can increase agricultural production and local economy. Anida states
that agrarian reform is land reform supplemented by access reform, which is
the arrangement of community access to economic and political resources
that enable communities to utilize their land effectively.® According to
Arisaputra, access reform refers to arranging the use or utilization of land
more productively along with arranging support for facilities and
infrastructure that allow farmers to access economic resources in rural areas.*

e Protection of Land Rights: Agrarian reform also includes protecting the land
rights of indigenous communities and other vulnerable groups. This is
important to ensure that agrarian policies not only provide economic benefits
but also maintain environmental sustainability and cultural diversity.

Implementation of agrarian reform in Indonesia involves various programs and

policies designed to achieve these goals. However, the implementation process is

often hindered by various challenges, including resistance from powerful interest
groups, legal uncertainties, and resource limitations.

This often results in land conflicts between different parties with different

interests in the land. Globally, Indonesia is also involved in the context of

agrarian reform. Agrarian policies in Indonesia can affect international trade
dynamics, foreign investment, and diplomatic relations with other countries,
especially in the context of natural resources and agriculture.

Thus, agrarian reform in Indonesia is an important part of efforts to achieve

sustainable and inclusive rural development. A deep understanding of the

challenges, impacts, and opportunities of agrarian reform is crucial in

2 Gunawan, Yopi dan Kristian. 2015. Perkembangan Konsep Negara Hukum Dan Negara Hukum
Pancasila. Bandung: Refika Aditama.

3 Anida A, Daryanto A, Hendrawan DS. 2017. Startegi penyediaan access reform pada program
reforma agraria di Kecamatan Jasinga Kabupaten Bogor. Jurnal Aplikasi Manajemen dan Bisnis. 4(2):
159 -170.

4 Arisaputra MI. 2016. Acces reform dalam kerangka reforma agrarian untuk mewujudkan keadilan
sosial. Jurnal Perspektif. 21(2): 83 - 96.
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formulating effective and sustainable policies to improve welfare and social
justice in rural areas of Indonesia.

2. Economic and Social Implications: Referring to the consequences and impacts

arising from the implementation of agrarian reform on the economic sector and
social life of the community, especially in rural areas. There is a relationship
between distributional justice and economic growth; countries with fairer
distributions achieve on average two to three times higher economic growth than
countries without distributional leveling.®
In the economic context, agrarian reform can have several significant
implications. One of them is the redistribution of land to small farmers or fewer
landowners. By expanding access to land, small farmers can increase their
agricultural production, which in turn can increase their income and welfare.
Additionally, agrarian reform can also affect the economic structure in rural areas
by reducing inequality in land ownership and use. This can create more equitable
and sustainable economic opportunities for rural communities and reduce
dependence on agriculture as the sole source of income. In the social aspect,
agrarian reform can also have profound implications. Empowering small farmers
and fewer landowners can increase their sense of ownership and pride in their
land. This can strengthen local identity and enhance solidarity among rural
communities.
However, it must be acknowledged that implementing agrarian reform can also
pose challenges and social conflicts. For example, when land allocated for
redistribution conflicts with industrial interests or infrastructure development,
this can lead to conflicts between various involved parties. Therefore, it is
important to understand that agrarian reform is not a singular solution to all
economic and social problems in rural areas. However, if implemented wisely
and considering the interests of all parties involved, agrarian reform can be an
important instrument in efforts to improve welfare and social justice in rural
areas.

3. Social Justice Aspects: "Black's Law Dictionary, social justice is defined as
Justice that conforms to a moral principle, such as that all people are equal".®
The aspect of social justice in the context of agrarian reform refers to efforts to

> Dikutip dari Deininger dalam John F. McCarthy dan Kathryn Robinson, Land, Economic
Development, Social Justice and Enviromental Management in Indonesia: The Search for the Peoples
Sovereignty. hal. 4-5.

6 Bryan A. Garner, Black’s Law Dictionary, Eight Edition, A Thompson Business, West St. Paul,
2004, h. 881.
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create a fairer and more equal social environment for all citizens, especially in
rural areas. In this regard, social justice not only includes equal distribution of
land resources but also protection of land rights and welfare for all rural
communities. "Social justice in the context of agrarian reform not only includes
aspects of equitable land distribution but also involves fair access to natural
resources, protection of land rights of indigenous communities, and broader
participation in decision-making related to rural development."’
Social justice also involves aspects of equal social and economic welfare among
all layers of rural society. This can be seen from efforts to empower small
farmers and indigenous communities in the agrarian reform process, which aims
to strengthen their position in a broader social and economic structure. However,
the challenge in achieving social justice in the context of agrarian reform is the
tension between various interests involved. For example, conflicts between large
landowners and small farmers, or between industrial interests and environmental
protection, can hinder the process of achieving comprehensive social justice.
Overlapping legislation on a particular object requires a higher institution or
agency that has the authority to assess (verify) or propose the cancellation
(falsification) of regulations that are considered contrary to good regulation
principles. Social justice is not only the responsibility of the state to achieve, but
it is a shared responsibility, namely the state, economic actors, and the entire
population. The state in this context acts as a facilitator and regulator. If
necessary, intervention is needed to ensure that access to land and natural
resources for the people, especially farmers and agricultural laborers, becomes
increasingly open and available.
Therefore, an approach based on dialogue, inclusion, and justice in the
implementation of agrarian reform is needed. Only by considering the interests of
all parties involved and prioritizing the principle of social justice can agrarian
reform be an effective instrument in improving social and economic conditions in
rural areas.

4. Challenges and Obstacles: In the context of agrarian reform, it can be very
complex and diverse, often involving political, economic, social, and legal
factors.

7 Rahmawati, R., & Resosudarmo, B. P. (2018). Social justice and the dynamics of agrarian reform in
Indonesia. The European Proceedings of Social & Behavioural Sciences, 44, 524-532.
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In a study on land redistribution in Java to small farmers and landless farmers
who received redistribution objects and were then excluded from the received
objects.® The elites and landlords then took over their land, either buying or
renting their land and employing them as wage laborers. The same thing also
happened in the Philippines, Vietnam, and Laos, where redistribution was
followed by the transfer of land to a few individuals (elites) or influential
parties.®

Some general explanations:

e Agrarian reform is often faced with complex implementation challenges. One
of the main challenges is resistance from established interest groups,
including large landowners, property developers, or even elements within the
government who may object to changing the status quo. These groups often
have strong interests in maintaining land status or economic benefits derived
from the existing agrarian structure.

e Legal uncertainty is also a serious constraint in agrarian reform. This is
especially related to the ambiguity in land regulations, land ownership, or
usage rights. Land often has a complicated ownership history, and confusion
in its legal status can hinder desired redistribution or reallocation efforts.

e Resource limitations, both in terms of budget and administrative
infrastructure, are also challenges. Agrarian reform programs require
significant investment in financial and human resources. The lack of funds for
compensation, infrastructure development, or administrative support can slow
down or hinder agrarian reform processes.

e In addition, social and political conflicts often arise throughout the agrarian
reform process. Conflicts can arise between various community groups,
between landowners and small farmers, or between groups with different
interests in the land. Such conflicts can hinder the agrarian reform process
and even cause greater tension within society.

These challenges require a holistic and comprehensive approach in planning and

implementing agrarian reform. Collaborative efforts between the government,

civil society, and the private sector are often needed to effectively address these
challenges. Deep policy changes and strong political support are also needed to
effectively respond to these challenges.

8Chrysantini, P 2007, Berawal dari tanah; Melihat ke dalam pendudukan tanah, Akatiga, Bandung.

9 Sirait, MT 2017, Inklusi, eksklusi dan perubahan agraria: redistribusi tanah kawasan hutan di
Indonesia, STPN Press, Yogyakarta
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5. Empowerment of Rural Communities: Agrarian reform is no longer narrowly
defined as restructuring and organizing land ownership structures through land
redistribution but also as making Agrarian Reform to find solutions to a problem
not only focusing on the inequality of land ownership but also focusing on access
to management and utilization through land utilization permit schemes for people
who have rights.?° In the National Medium-Term Development Plan (RPJMN)
for 2020-2024, agrarian reform is implied in Chapter 11l of the RPIMN 2020-
2024 on developing regions to reduce disparities and ensure equal distribution,
which remains a major strategic issue in development due to existing disparities
between regions in Indonesia. Empowering rural communities in the context of
agrarian reform involves broad and sustainable efforts to improve welfare and
social justice in rural areas.

This includes providing better access to land and natural resources for rural
communities, strengthening their capacity through education and training, and
ensuring their participation in decision-making processes that affect their lives.
Empowering rural communities also includes aspects of protecting human rights,
including the rights to land and a healthy environment. This means that the
government and relevant parties must enforce fair laws and ensure that rural
communities are protected from exploitation or oppression.

Additionally, empowering rural communities also means providing equal access
to public services and infrastructure, such as education, health care, clean water,
and transportation. This enables them to improve their quality of life and
participate more actively in rural development. In essence, empowering rural
communities is about giving them control over their own lives and futures, and
ensuring that they have equal access to opportunities and resources needed to
improve welfare and strengthen social justice in rural areas.

6. Program Evaluation: Indonesia's experience, decades after the birth of the
Agrarian Law (especially after 1965), the course of Agrarian Reform has been
more towards "procedural™ (administrative) practices, which have long been
known as land redistribution schemes, not "redistribution for arrangement”, or
even reduced to be simpler, "asset legalization”. It must be acknowledged that in
the practice of redistribution (especially in Java), what happens in the field is
more of a confirmation of rights that have long been held by the community for
decades, so the figures of redistribution that emerge do not significantly change

10 salim, M. N. & Utami, W. (2019). Reforma Agraria Menyelesaikan Mandat Konstitusi.
Yogyakarta: STPN Press.
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the land ownership structure because basically, those lands have become part of

the community's livelihoods to build their economy.!!

Evaluating agrarian reform programs is a complex and in-depth process that

involves various aspects. Here is a more in-depth explanation of some key

elements of program evaluation:

e Program Effectiveness: Evaluating program effectiveness involves assessing
the extent to which agrarian reform programs have successfully achieved
their goals. This includes analyzing the implementation of policies, the level
of target achievement set, and the expected impact of these programs. This
evaluation also considers the extent to which these programs have succeeded
in reducing land ownership inequalities, improving farmers' access to natural
resources, and improving the socio-economic conditions of rural
communities.

e Daya Efficient Use of Resources: This aspect involves analyzing the use of
available resources to support agrarian reform programs. Evaluation of
efficiency considers how funds and other resources have been optimally used
to achieve program goals. This includes assessing administrative costs,
budget allocations, and the effectiveness of management and implementation
mechanisms.

e Social, Economic, and Environmental Impacts: Program evaluation also
includes assessing the impacts of agrarian reform programs on social,
economic, and environmental levels. This involves analyzing changes in land
ownership distribution, access to natural resources, the standard of living of
rural communities, and environmental conditions in areas involved in these
programs. This evaluation also considers sustainability aspects, including the
long-term impacts of implemented policies.

e Participation and Empowerment of Communities: Program evaluation of
agrarian reform also includes assessing the level of participation and
empowerment of communities in the planning, implementation, and
monitoring of these programs. This involves measuring the level of
community involvement in decision-making processes related to agrarian
reform and how these programs have empowered rural communities to take
an active role in rural development.

11 Nazir Salim, M & Westi Utami 2019, Reforma Agraria, Menyelesaikan Mandat Konstitusi:
Kebijakan Reforma Agraria dan Perdebatan Tanah Objek Reforma Agraria, STPN Press, Yogyakarta.
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Thus, evaluating agrarian reform programs is not only about measuring the success
of target achievement but also involves in-depth analysis of various aspects related to
policy implementation, its impact on society, and community participation and
empowerment in rural development processes. This is an important step in ensuring
that agrarian reform programs can provide maximum benefits to rural communities
and contribute to sustainable rural development.

1. METHODOLOGY

The research method for the study on "Agrarian Reform: Enhancing Welfare and
Social Justice in Rural Areas" involves a comprehensive and multidimensional
approach to understand, analyze, and evaluate phenomena related to the
implementation of agrarian reform.

Firstly, this research is based on a descriptive method involving in-depth analysis of
relevant literature. Literature review serves as the foundation to understand theories,
concepts, developments, and controversies surrounding agrarian reform. Through
analysis of government reports, academic publications, and other documentation,
researchers can grasp the status quo and recent developments in the field of agrarian
reform.

Next, quantitative analysis method is used to explore relevant statistical data. These
data include land distribution, the amount of reformed land, farmers' access to natural
resources, poverty levels, farmers' income, and other welfare indicators. Statistical
methods are employed to analyze trends, patterns, and relationships among these
variables, providing strong insights into the quantitative impact of agrarian reform.
Meanwhile, qualitative analysis method is also crucial in exploring finer and more
complex aspects of agrarian reform implementation. Case studies are conducted by
selecting several rural locations representing various social, economic, and
geographical contexts. Data is collected through field observations, in-depth
interviews, and document analysis. Patterns, themes, and perspectives that emerge
are analyzed to understand the social, political, and economic dynamics at each case
study location.

Comparative method is also utilized to broaden perspectives on agrarian reform
issues. By comparing policies, strategies, and outcomes of agrarian reform in
countries with similar agrarian contexts to Indonesia, researchers can identify
similarities, differences, and factors influencing the success or failure of agrarian
reform implementation.
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Lastly, public policy analysis is an integral part of this research methodology. Policy
analysis involves a review of existing policy frameworks, evaluation of policy
implementation, and policy recommendations based on research findings. The goal is
to enhance the effectiveness and positive impact of agrarian reform in improving
welfare and social justice in rural areas.

By combining these various methods, it is hoped that research on agrarian reform can
provide a deep and comprehensive understanding of the challenges, opportunities,
and impacts of agrarian reform policies on rural communities.

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

In analyzing the research findings on "Agrarian Reform: Enhancing Welfare and

Social Justice in Rural Areas,"” we can delve deeper by considering various aspects

emerging from the collected and presented data. Here is a more comprehensive

description:

1. Land Distribution and Farmers' Access
Agrarian reform has significantly impacted land distribution and farmers' access
to natural resources. Data indicate significant changes in land ownership and
distribution in rural areas. Quantitatively, there has been an increase in the number
of farmers accessing productive land. This reflects efforts to reduce land
ownership disparities and provide fairer opportunities for farmers to access
agricultural resources.

2. Increased Farmer Welfare
Increased access to land and agricultural resources directly impacts farmer
welfare. Data analysis shows an increase in income for farmers after the
implementation of agrarian reform. This can be interpreted as an indicator of
success in achieving one of the main goals of agrarian reform, which is to
improve farmers' economic welfare. However, it is important to note that this
increase should also be measured against other welfare indicators such as access
to education, health, and infrastructure.

3. Decrease in Poverty Rates
One of the most anticipated impacts of agrarian reform is the decrease in poverty
rates in rural areas. Data show a trend of decreasing poverty rates after the
implementation of agrarian reform. This indicates that the policy has succeeded in
reducing economic inequality and improving rural communities’ access to
economic opportunities.

4. Challenges in Policy Implementation
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Despite many positive indications, research also reveals several challenges in

implementing agrarian reform. One major challenge is the issue of legal uncertainty

regarding land ownership, which can hinder investment and economic growth in the

agricultural sector. Additionally, administrative issues and policy sustainability are

also key areas that need to be addressed to ensure that the benefits of agrarian reform

are sustainable in the long term.

5. Expansion of Programs and Strengthening Implementation
Research findings indicate the need for expanding supportive programs and
strengthening the implementation of agrarian reform. This includes increasing
farmers' access to training, education, infrastructure, and markets that support
sustainable economic growth in rural areas. Progressive policy measures are also
needed to ensure that the benefits of agrarian reform are enjoyed by the entire
rural population, including vulnerable groups such as small-scale farmers and
female farmers.

Overall, the research findings highlight the importance of agrarian reform as an

instrument for enhancing welfare and social justice in rural areas. However, the

emerging challenges require a holistic and sustainable approach to policy

implementation and strong support from various stakeholders to achieve the desired

goals.

In facing the research findings on "Reforma Agraria: Enhancing Welfare and Social

Justice in Rural Areas,” discussions become crucial to evaluate the impacts,

implications, and potentials of these findings. Here are some discussion points that

can serve as a basis for deeper understanding:

1. Effectiveness of Agrarian Reform Policies
Discussions should commence by evaluating the extent to which agrarian reform
policies have achieved their objectives. Critical questions include how effective
the policies have been in reducing land ownership inequality, enhancing farmers'
access to agricultural resources, and alleviating rural poverty. The analysis should
consider the indicators used to measure the success of these policies and whether
there are disparities between stated goals and achieved outcomes.

2. Social and Economic Impacts
Discussions should also delve into the broader social and economic impacts of
agrarian reform. How do changes in land ownership affect the social structure in
rural areas? Are there any unintended consequences such as land conflicts or
significant migration? Additionally, how does agrarian reform contribute to
overall economic growth in rural areas? Are there specific sectors experiencing
more development than others?
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3. Challenges and Barriers

Discussions should identify the challenges and barriers faced in the implementation

of agrarian reform. Factors such as legal uncertainty, political resistance, and

administrative issues need further exploration. How can these challenges be

overcome to ensure the sustainability and effectiveness of policies in the future? Are

there lessons to be learned from other countries' experiences in addressing similar

challenges?

4. Community Participation and Policy Influencers

Discussions should consider the role of community participation and policy

influencers in the agrarian reform process. To what extent are rural communities

involved in planning, implementation, and monitoring policies? Are there effective

mechanisms to ensure fair representation of various interests in the decision-making

process?

5. Agenda for Improvement and Further Development
Discussions should lead to conversations about the agenda for improvement and
further development in the context of agrarian reform. What concrete steps can be
taken by the government, civil society organizations, and the private sector to
improve policy effectiveness and ensure that the benefits of agrarian reform are
widely enjoyed by rural communities? How can these efforts be directed to
strengthen key aspects such as inclusivity, sustainability, and justice?

In-depth and open discussions are crucial steps in generating a better understanding

of the impacts and implications of agrarian reform and setting a better policy

direction for the future.

V. CONCLUSION

In formulating conclusions from the research on "Reforma Agraria: Enhancing

Welfare and Social Justice in Rural Areas," several aspects need to be considered

more deeply:

1. The Importance of Agrarian Reform: This research reaffirms that agrarian reform
is a crucial step in improving welfare and social justice in rural areas. Access to
land and agricultural resources fairly is highly important for rural communities.

2. Complexity of Implementation: The challenges emerging in the implementation
of agrarian reform highlight the complexity of the process. From legal
uncertainty to political resistance, various factors influence the government's
ability to effectively implement such policies.
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3. Broad Social and Economic Impacts: Agrarian reform not only affects economic
aspects but also creates significant social changes. Changes in social structure
and redistribution of power in rural areas are direct results of this policy.

Community Participation: The importance of active community participation in the

policy process and implementation of agrarian reform becomes very clear. Rural

communities should have a greater role in decision-making that affects their lives.
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